A new way to lose your nerve.
Peripheral nerve damage results in loss of sensation in the affected region of the body. Oaklander and Brown now report that, in the rat, transection of a peripheral nerve in only one side of the body also results in profound loss of the innervation of the same region on the opposite side of the body. Peripheral nerve damage may also produce persistent (neuropathic) pain conditions that are presumed to arise from maladaptive reorganization of the central nervous system. Thus, the possibility that comparable bilateral changes occur in patients and that such changes contribute to neuropathic pain conditions must be considered.